PLANNING YOUR GARDEN

TIME REQUIRED: 30-45 minutes

OVERVIEW
Students will plan a garden on paper and put some of the biodiversity concepts they have learned into practice. 

MATERIALS 
· Plan Your Garden student worksheet (1 per student), found at the end of this activity.  
· Colour printouts of Planning Your Garden Cards (1 per student) of different crops and varieties to cut out and stick onto the garden.   
· Scissors and glue 

PROCEDURE 
This activity would ideally be done after playing the Garden Biodiversity Game (available from the Sow and Save Learning Resources page) in order to reinforce the concepts learned in the game. 

Tell students that they will get to plan out their garden for the year, first determining where things should grow on paper. Each child will receive a blank garden page and a page of colour pictures of different crops and varieties. Students will cut out the crops and/or varieties that they like best and stick these in their garden beds. Each student will fill their garden bed with their choice of cards. Cards added should fill the garden but should not overlap.   

There are no right or wrong garden configurations. Students will have a chance to discuss the kinds of foods they enjoy eating and the types of garden they would like to build. If they don’t like tomatoes they don’t need to plant them. If they only like to eat green lettuce then that’s all they might plant. They will also experience the challenge faced by all farmers and gardeners as they plan how to fit in their desired crops for the year.

If time allows, have interested students present their garden to the class and explain why they chose the number and variety that they did or lead a class discussion and ask students why they planted what they did. Alternatively have students describe in writing, why they chose the garden layout they did. Some possible answers include: Taste preference, beauty, desire for biodiversity etc. 

Run through a few hypothetical scenarios in the garden. What if there were a lot of lettuce-eating slugs in the garden? Would everyone’s gardens be OK? What if the slugs only preferred the green lettuce? A particular variety may not do well in the garden that year, giving them no lettuce at all. A better plan would be to plant a few different varieties of lettuce. An even better plan would be to plant multiple varieties of lettuce and other vegetables thereby increasing the overall biodiversity within and among crops. 
Name _____________________
PLAN YOUR GARDEN
Plan the garden you would like to grow this year by cutting out your favourite crop varieties and planting them in the soil below by sticking them down with glue. Choose your plants carefully and don’t let them overlap when you plant them.
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